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Extensive

renovations &

Cont. from page 3
investors Don Little and
Dick Summerfelt.

It took a year for Bill to
decide the way to go with
Deerhurst was to virtually
rip it apart and totally
winterize it.

The undertaking was the
most extensive renovation
Deerhurst had ever

experienced.

All the walls in the Lodge
were torn apart and rewired,
insulated and drywalled. The

A

lodge in the 1960’s.

guest rooms were
reconfigured with private
baths and air-condition was
installed. The kitchen was
remodelled, a foundation
poured, an outdoor pool
was built as well as two
more tennis courts.

The resort continued to
flourish and evolve in the
1970’s and Bill began to
advertise his year-round
establishment aggressively
in Toronto .

Gourmet menus were

MAURICE and Jean‘ Waterhouse in front of the
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DEERHURST RESORT:

CHANGES: One of the biggest changes to the
resort occurred in 1972 during the Bill
Waterhouse era. The resort was winterized
changing it from a summer resort to a year-

round resort.

introduced and Deerhurst
promoted fine dining and
banquet facilities in the
local community.

Deerhurst was on its way
to becoming known as one
of Ontario’s most luxurious
and exclusive resorts.

The 1980’s became
known as the time of the
great expansion. It was a
decade of dynamic economic
growth,

The expansion took five
years and hundreds of

* thousands of dollars for

consultants and
development staff to be
hired. In 1985 a joint
announcement was made by

the federal and provincial -

governments that a $10
million repayable loan was
earmarked for the Deerhurst
expansion.

The expansion saw
Deerhurst’s accommodation
jump from 100 rooms to
350 hotel rooms and multi-
bedroom timeshare and
condominium units with an

occupancy that now exceeds
1200 guests.

Deerhurst’s property also
expanded from the original
four acres to 800 acres.

As the expansion was
completed Bill Waterhouse
and his partners were
approached with an
attractive offer of purchase
and in 1989, the third
generation of Waterhouse’s
sold his shares of the resort
started by his grandfather.

Today, Deerhurst is
operated by the hotel chain
Canadian Pacific hotels
who operate landmark
hotels and heritage resorts
across Canada.

The information in this
article was compiled by
Laura Kennedy and Celia

Finley for their book

Deerhurst Resort, A
Century of Hospitality in
North Muskoka. The book
is available for purchase and
provides an in-depth look at
‘Deerhurst over the past 100
years.

1896-1996

Renovations...

ELEGANT SURROUNDINGS: Renovations to
the interior of the resort have created rooms of
elegance and luxury.

BILL WATERHOUSE and partners pose on one
of the new buildings during the 1985 major
development. From left, Waterhouse, Graham
Brown, Jim Stevens and consultant Michael
Peceri. o
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THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT ... Deerhurst style'

Over the past 100 years
there has always been some
form of entertainment at
Deerhurst.

In the era of founder
Charles Waterhouse, being
a natural, he provided the
entertainment.

In the evenings, the men
would gather in the
smoking room around
Charlie’s Bar and then
perhaps join the ladies
relaxing on the verandah or
in the lounge.

Quite often the dining
room chairs and tables were
cleared away for evening
dances where Charles would
sing, accompanied by his
wife Hylda at the piano.

Both were admired for
their musical skills and
performed in community
concerts.

Sometimes Charles would
invite an orchestra from
Huntsville to play for
evening concerts for resort
guests and townsfolk.

RN

SING 96: The cast of the Sing ‘96 show perform routines that s
from the Big Band era to Michael Jackson and Garth Brooks.

Entertainment  was
primarily self-directed
during second generation
owner, Maurice
Waterhouse's, era.

In the 1970's Bill
Waterhouse transformed the
entertainment at Deerhurst
into a world class
production.

During a trip to Florida,
Bill saw what he wanted at
Deerhurst.

It was a fast, flashy and
exciting Vegas-style revue
produced by Brian Ayres
and Bud Matton.

In the summer of 1981
Hello Vegas was moved to
Muskoka and filled the
nights with glamour and
glitter.

In 1983 the show was
produced completely in
house and continues to be
under the direction of
entertainment manager
Lynn Foster.

Lynn said the show has
changed over the years from

the glitzy, Vegas-style,
show to one that reflects
the demographics of
Deerhurst today and is one
the entire family can enjoy.

Anther big change is
today’s 11 versatile
entertainers in the show are
multi-talented, performing
as singers and dancers or
musicians.

The show has made
Deerhurst unique, Lynn
said. “We are one of the few
resorts that have a show
that runs year-round.”

The success of the show
is also apparent in the
demand for it outside of
Deerhurst. They have
performed at the National
Ars Centre in Ottawa, the
Grey Cup gala in Montreal
and at Toronto’s Roy
Thomson Hall and they
have been featured in their
own television special.

The theme of the show
changes every year, so there
is a new show for people to

see, Lynn said.

This year, the theme of
the show takes viewers
through the century one
decade at a time.

The evening's
entertainment begins in the
1890’s with the gold rush
and “can-can” dancers. That
leads into the “Roaring
20's” and is followed by the
big band sounds of the
1930's.

The war years are
documented by the swing of
the Andrew sisters and the
crooning of young Sinatra.

The ‘50's feature Chuck
Berry and Little Richard,
while Neil Sedaka
highlights the ‘60’s.

Crosby, Stills & Nash
represent the ‘70's which
was also the dawn of disco-
fever,

The entertainers of the
‘80’s are featured with the
hits of Michael Jackson,
Neil Diamond and
Madonna. When the

pan the 10 decades of Deerhurst,
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EARLY ENTERTAINMENT was simple and
founder Charles Waterhouse, above dressed up
with a putty nose, could inevitable be found at

the centre of attention.

evening reaches the decade
of the ‘90’s the music
changes to the sounds of
Garth Brooks and his “new
country.”

The final tribute of the
show is the award winning
songs of this decade’s most
popular animated movies.

THE SECOND CITY
audiences in stiches at
eighties.

The show is not only
open to Deerhurst guests,
everyone is welcome to
experience the world class

performers. Showtime is 8
p.m. Monday thorugh
Saturday plus 10:15 p.m.
on Saturday night.

4@5"'

comedy
Deerhurst in the early

troupe had



Onc of the fundamentals
requirements for & reson o
be able to thrive and
peosper &, guile simply, to
serve good food,
Deerbunt today and & e
past has gose beyced the
simple task of serving good
food and has creased a focal
point oot of the diming
room, for both guests of
mcmt-\dtateloal
< of

A woodstove iy the
Kischen was kept stokod,
ready for the day’s meass
and pics.

Most groceries and
supplics were delivered by
stcamer, butl dairy peoducts
were peovided by the nearby
Farnsworth farm. Meats
were kept oo K¢ cut from
Pen Lake i the dead of
winier by Mr, Famswoeth
and packed In sawdust in

A CENTUBY OF FINE DINING

I'IXOUIITI'Z CUISINE: Executive chef Roger Tremblay is head of the Deerhurst kitchen which
has 48 cooks om staff. Tremblay ¢reated a mwou in celebration of Deerharst’'s 100th anmniversary
featuring dishes inspired from the past.

ad goests dressed for the
occasion. However, the
atmospbere in the dinéng
room was sekioed and Gl
a8 guests mingled between
COUrses.

During Maurice and Jean
Waterhouses cra, Jean
introduced a lighter lunch ot
noca featuring cream soup,
cobd meats, pasta, curry, a
light entroe and a bosstifal
garden salad topped with

In the Ml two decad
the 1900°s Deerburst

caployed 12 10 14 stadf in
the kischen and dining room
w serve 100 guests

the iced . in
substantial enough 1o last
through the summer.

The dinner hour at
Deerhurst begas at 7 pm,

Absolutely cverything
was fresh, including the
pastrics and dessers baked
right at the resort.

DEERHU

The main courses inchaded
the resorts famous roast
boef, which Maurice made a
ritwal of carving every
Saterday night. Patrons
could choose from two
other main dishes, such &
duock, salmon, Meskoka
lamb, veal, bam. chicken,

apple . pexch
cobbler, fruit ples,
shonbread
Today the kitchen is
operated under e expertise
of executive ¢hef Roger
Tressblay, Under his eye

A visit to the past

In celebration of
Decrhurst’s Centennial, the
staff bas worked 1o revive
the fecling and flare of the

1900°s  utilizing the
Sinclair Cottage which was
built & 1901,

The drive bebind the
transfor i of the

Finley spent two years
rescarching the past of
Deerhurst which was wsed
for a book Deerhurst
Resort, A Century of
Homnam) in North

ka writicn by fellow

co-worker, Laura Kennedy,
She  also  used lhc
Isformation for the display
at the cottage

“We also  collected
artifacts  from  the
Waterhouse family, foemer
and peosent stafl and many
other Jocal people and
former goests,” Celia said.

The display details all
aspects of carly tourism
including travel,
photography ad recreation.

Celia also offers 2 hastory
walk through the Deerburst
grounds.

On  Wednesday's,
Saordays mad Sundays, the
pow renamed Deoerburst
Heritage Costage provides
an _ opportenity  to
experience a  “Proper

MAURICE
Deerhurst
working

WATERHOUSE, whe

from 1925 until
In the Kkitchen tending the meats

1971, enjoyed

roasting in the woodstove. He taught himself

how to cook.

there are 48 cooks working
in the kischen.

Tremblay fiest began
Deerborst 10 years ago as
the sous-chef.

When be began in 1986,
the resort was in the
beginning stages of its
transition imdtiated by Bil
Wnulonc that

emed Deerharst into
a major conference and
tourist destimation.

The changes that have
occurred for Roger over e
last 10 years include
revising a meou Bt was
originally focused on @
more elite clicatele, into a
menu that is appealing for
everybody from toddlers 1o
grandpasents,

“1 think we have achicved
1hat bocaase we have many
different venues at the
resort,” he said. Guests,
tourist and the local
commenity can all eajoy
the meals at Decrhurst in
cither the Lodpe dining
room, the pool deck, the
Peb or Sicamers.

sous chef and serving stall.
“They all help put the
menu together,” be ssid. “I
nocd 10 listen %0 the people
who serve the mena™
Local cuising is a favonie
and Is always histed oo the
meno, Roger sabd, Estrees
such as venisom, dock and

However, Roger sadd,
when goests come 1o e
roscet By want 10 see local
peoduce available. “The
flage of the region.” be sasd

The main dining room at
Deerhurst is still housed in
the original dinsng rooem
that first served sepper 100
years ago, although it has
cxpanded to added more
scating. That fact is kega in
the back of Roger”s mind as
he preparcs the meng,
which thés year includes a
“Centennial™ table d'boic
menu with dishes inspired
by the past

A vay popels meal &
Deerhurst is e Sunday
branch for guests and the

Roger adds when be  local comaenity,
makes up the mcnu be Buot, Roger sald, people
takes into consideration the come bocaase of the quality
opinioas of the maltre d',  of the food and the service

Victoria Tea™ Crump
sconcs. clofted  cream
pastrics and ica arc served
on the verandah by staff &
traditional costumes,

The couage display is
open for viewing and 1ours
from 11 am. t0 | pm,
with tca being sorved from
2pm, 0 S pm
The display will be set up

until next year, Celia said

171 MainSt., Huntsville
789-5733

“TEA IS SERVED: The staff bave recreated the
setting of am afterncon Victorlan tea at the
Heritage Cottage. Tea Is served between 2 and §
p-m. on Wednesday, Saterday and Sunday.

ihe Idng Intorior design & docoraton
—— e B

(705)789-6803
&1 King WWillam St
Hurtsalie

Congratafolizn. Desdunst!
Cuenting ix the adge diving vaemt 1was o plrasare!
Wasneex Hollowe Effialt

to “one of our finest

ROBERT DICKSON MECHANICAL
DEV. LTD
200 Chaffey Township Rd., Huntsville

705-789-8113
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The activity never stops at Deerhurst

Decrhorst’s repotation as
an ideal location for all
forms of activity began a
century ago with foeader
Charles Waterhouse who
was an avid sportsasan.

Charles himself bad
spearbeaded a trip 10
Nippéssing for S00 pasrs of
black bass to  stock
Peninsula Lake in 1898

Waserhouse even acquired

a parcel of land on Rain
Lake in Algoaquin Park
primarily as a place 1o take
gecsts oa hunting and
fishing cxcursions,

The carly days arc
described as lelssecly with
walks in the woods,
rowing, cojoying a game of
fennis of taking a swim in
the lake. And by 1912
gucsts could travel by boat
for a mine hole game of golf
at the Pen Lake Golf
Course.

Fishing remained the
resort goests” most popalas

was mever promoted as a
“fishing lodpe,” howewer,
and always offcred the
guality accommaodations and
activitics in a refiscd, if
casual, mmosphene

A year-round
operation
offering
complete
winter sports
Under the ownership of
Bill Waterhouse, Deerburst

became a  year-round
pemtion offering compleie

BATHING

winter sports which inclode
downhill and cross coumtry

skiing, sscowmobiling, ice-
skatiag. bone-deywn slaigh
rides and cven
dogsledding Golfing has
become one of the focal
points of Decrherst with
wo 18-golf coerscs
including one
championship layout and
the original Deerhurst
Lakesido course which was
bt in 1966 and redesigned
n 1988

In 1990, Decrhurst
Highlands Golf Course

created o allow natore
dictate the flow of the
course design. There are
four different tees which
create four course layouts
for every bole,

Decrharst Highlands' Golf
Professional is  Paul
Kennedy, a two-time

Opea.

Deerhurst has also been
able to make golf a year-
round sport a the resoct
with the creatiom of as
indoor golf practice range
Jocated in the Pavilion, It
boasts six practice mals
with ®¢t targets and 2
puating surface.

BATHING ATTIRE FOR HIM CIRCA 1907

alone welcoming the
general  public  to

panticipaic.

New stables have been
built on the property and
provide trail rides om the
Deerh

Sports at Dectburst are
BOt restricted 10 goests

Lessons are available on a
year-round hasis under the
teiclage of Amanda
Watson.

An pew and exciting
venture at the resort are dx4
advestures, [t is a balf day
course on the finer points
of off road driving

“It scaches you abost your
vebiche and Bow 0 drive it
properly and what four by
fouring is all about,” said
Karen Gibboas, assistant

There arc indoor and
0uldoor temnis  courts,
squash and rackethall courts
and an indoor and ouldoor
pool.

“There is a Jot 10 do.” sad
Karco. With ep-to-datc
oquipment and isstroction
available, there s
something from everyooe.

OFF ROAD ADVENTURES: A new way (o
explore Muskoka is the *4 x 4 Adventures” and
off-road driving course. The course provides
guests the change to experience first hand the
excitement of a challenging off-road trall ride
under the supervision of trained instructors.

A SANDY BEACH is a great place for the kids. Deerhurst provides something for everyone to
0. 7
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